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Who Am I and Why Should You Care? 
 

In my first month as an 18-year-old part-time freelance writer, I made $36. (5,000 

Pakistani Rupees at the time.) That amounts to a daily income of $1.2. Not that pretty, 

right?  

But don’t get me wrong: 

The problem wasn’t with my writing. I was always good at that, and if you’re here, I 

suppose you are too. My problem was that I had no freakin’ clue about how and where to 

find high-paying clients when that’s what actually mattered; not written expression, not 

flowery vocab, not writing certificates. 

Here’s the thing:  

Freelance writing is a business. And like every business in the 

world, it requires an initial investment. That “investment” is, in 

fact, the time you spend in learning how to do it right. 

So, I spent the first 6 months learning while ignoring my income. My focus at the time 

was to create long-term wealth and success and so I needed to lay a solid foundation.  

I wasn’t looking for one client who could pay me big money. That’s just called being 

lucky… and what do lucky people do when luck runs out? Well, they spend the rest of their 

lives remembering the “Good old days.” In fact, I wanted to be so good at bagging clients 

that I could find high-paying prospects at will.  
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Within the next few months, I learned the art of approaching clients and conversing with 

them professionally. My focus was to acquire strategies to keep growing my income, even 

on autopilot.  

In one year, these strategies allowed me to reach a monthly income of a $1,000 (150,000+ 

Rupees according to the exchange rate at the time of writing) as a PART-TIME freelance 

writer. 

But even though it was great to be making that money, it came with an element of guilt. 

You see, I was just a middle-class Pakistani teenager who could have easily gotten by 

without freelance writing. Heck, I wasn’t even expected to earn yet.  

But it broke my heart to see others who actually needed the money and were genuinely 

trying to make a living through freelance writing, but failing miserably in the process. 

Freelance writers from all walks of life reached out to me for help… single moms, 

burdened dads, depressed university students, stay-at-home women, unemployed fresh 

graduates… all of these people deserved to succeed as much as I did. 

It is my dream today to reach a 100,000 people and help them make a living online. To 

join the movement, follow me on my Youtube channel and website. 

I hope you’re one of those 100,000.  

Khalil Ullah Khan 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSQxOdeYx-jnCs2fdrgRz2w
https://www.khalilullahkhan.com/
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Chapter 1 

What You Need to Know Before Starting Your Freelance 

Writing Career 
 

If you’re from the USA or Europe, this book wasn’t written for you. But if you’re from 

rest of the world, especially Asia or Africa, this is one of the very few books out there 

that would contain applicable advice for you. 

The freelance writing community in the USA and Europe has a lot of gurus to look up to 

for guidance. But as much as I’d love to tell an Asian or African that he can implement 

the strategies taught by those gurus, he can’t because it’s just not the same for him.  

Harsh, but true. In order to reach that point, you’ll need to gain lots of experience and 

create a stellar portfolio; both of which I’ll cover in this book.  

This eBook contains all of my findings to kickstart your freelance writing career even if 

you don’t live in a strong economy and have no experience. I’ll work from the ground up 

and teach you exactly how to make your FIRST $1000, because those are often the 

hardest. 

Freelance Writing FAQ 

Before writing this booklet, I turned to newbie freelancers on various online platforms 

and asked them about the questions that they had and challenges that they faced as 

beginners in this field. HUNDREDS of people contacted me to help them and clarify 

their confusions. Out of all the questions that were asked, these 6 were the most relevant 

and common.  
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So, I decided to have a go at all of them in a single chapter. This chapter would clarify a 

lot of confusions that you might have, so I’d advise everyone to give it a read. 

Question number 1: How can I get clients to start working with 

me? 

Well, I wish I could tell you a really easy and basic technique or that you need to recite a 

mantra which will work like magic for you; but it’s not a simple process.  

The major issue is that you aren’t going to get clients without samples and you won’t get 

any samples without clients. I know, it’s like saying that you need a valid ID to get a 

valid ID; bizarre, as hell! 

Now, here’s where belonging from a developing economy can really help. Asian or 

African freelancers would find it far easier to get into this business because of freelance 

writing Facebook groups. Now, a lot of people say that it’s just a waste of time to work 

on these groups because clients pay less over there; but unlike native English writers, an 

Asian or African could still pay the bills with that amount.  

These are great places for a newbie to get some local work and start attaining 

experience. Bid on every project that’s relevant to your skills or work for free for the first 

couple of projects. The goal is to get some experience on which you could build a 

freelance writing portfolio. (I’ll be teaching exactly how to create one in subsequent 

chapters.) The money will eventually just flow in if you manage to create a lucrative-

enough portfolio and learn the craft of writing. 
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In case you haven’t joined a Facebook freelance writing group yet, let me assure you that 

the process is easy. All you have to do is login to your Facebook account and search for 

something like, “Freelancers” or “Content Writers” and click the “groups” tab. Facebook 

will display a complete list of freelance writing groups like the one below.   

 

In each of these groups, dozens of jobs are posted every day. From here, you can connect 

with potential clients and convince them to hire you. 

Chapter 2 is all about the art of approaching and pitching to clients which are one of 

the biggest factors of success in this business. 

It is also important to remember that if you don’t have relevant samples to show to your 

client, you should write them down and then apply for a job. Otherwise, you have close 

to no chances of landing the client.  
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I recently posted for a job opening in Facebook groups for writing blogposts and I didn’t 

even read the work of applicants who applied with irrelevant academic writing samples. 

It is not the employer’s responsibility to teach you how to apply with relevant samples 

and experience. 

If someone wants writers for blog posts, send them blog post samples; if someone wants 

academic writers, send them academic writing samples; if someone wants copywriters, 

send them copywriting samples. You get the picture, right? 

As I’m trying to keep this short, I can’t provide complete details on this over here. If you 

want to read a complete comprehensive guide for beginner freelancers, I’d advise you to 

read the “Beginner-level” sub-heading in Chapter 3. 

 

Question number 2: How to get clients from the US if you’re an 

Asian/African writer? 

If you’re someone from Asia or Africa, then you’re probably not going to be able to start 

your career with the International market. You’ll have to create a portfolio and get some 

experience before native clients start considering you for work. Otherwise, you’re just 

wasting your time. 

In short, if you don’t have a bit of experience in freelance writing, then you shouldn’t be 

looking to find native clients. 
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With that said, the proven (or usual) path for Asians and Africans to get foreign clients 

is to create their profile on one of the 4 biggest freelance writing communities: 

Freelancer, Upwork, Fiverr, and PeoplePerHour.  

These platforms are a lot more competitive than Facebook groups and a lot more 

rewarding as well. 

It is important to remember that international clients and businessmen may pay a lot, 

but getting hired and working for them is a far harder job than local Asian clients. So, 

before approaching them, try gaining some local experience through Faceboook groups. 

 

Question number 3: How not to get cheated by clients? 

What if I tell you that out of all the clients that I’ve worked with, I have never been 

cheated by any of them?  

The secret lies in assessing the client himself. Who is he? Is he a student, a startup, or a 

successful businessman? The more successful he is, the more professional he will be. 

Students or startup entrepreneurs tend to cheat their writers a lot. 

Also, be on a lookout for how the client treats you. Does he talk to you like an equal (or 

at least in an understanding and professional manner) or does he act as if he’s far 

superior to you?  

A few freelancers use this technique of taking 50% advance payments before they begin 

a project. I, for one, have never tried this. But I am sure that you need to be experienced 

https://www.freelancer.com/
http://www.upwork.com/
http://www.fiverr.com/
http://www.peopleperhour.com/
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with a good freelance writing profile to back this up. Most people would not be willing to 

do so for a newbie.  

What I do instead, is to send a picture, screenshot, or pdf version of the file with a 

watermark to the client. Once the client is satisfied that I have done the work and has 

made the complete payment, I send the original word file over to them. After this, I 

provide as many revisions as they like. 

 

Question number 4: Do I need to send in samples and write test 

articles for clients?  

Yes and probably. You definitely need to send in sample articles every time you apply to 

a freelance writing job and in MOST cases, write a test.  

Experienced writers might skip the second option; they would probably think that it’s a 

waste of time and money to write free tests for clients when they’re not even sure if they 

would be selected. But that really depends on the magnitude of the project and your gut 

feelings about the client. I once wrote a 1500-word test for a client that went on to 

provide me with $5000+ worth of work.  

So, if it’s a one-off or small project, then you can choose to avoid written tests. But if the 

project really matters to you, I’d say go for it.  
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Question number 5: Why do I get pennies for hard work even if I 

have experience?  

I am writing this answer strictly for those who have experience. For those who don’t, I’d 

advise them to work for the experience before looking at the money. The money will 

eventually just flow in once you create your worth.  

Now, for experienced or intermediate-level writers, the reason why you aren’t being paid 

well is because you’re targeting the wrong clients on the wrong platform.  

Firstly, start approaching clients directly and cut any middlemen that you might have 

been working with.  

Secondly, if you don’t have a lot of high-paying clients, then you can join a professional 

freelancing platform like Upwork, Fiverr, PeoplePerHour etc. (My favorite is Upwork as 

it’s often considered the highest-paying and most respected platform.) 

Also, stop considering freelance writing jobs as tomatoes being sold at a fixed rate! The 

price of the work is always negotiable. If someone offers you 1 cent per word, don’t feel 

hesitant to ask for 1.5, if they offer you 1.5 cents, go for 2. Simple! This technique would 

work out at least half of the time if your writing is as good as it should be. 

What’s the worst that could happen? If it doesn’t work out, then it doesn’t! It’s not the 

end of the world if you lose a client due to a fallout in terms and conditions. 
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Question number 6: Which niche pays the most and which one 

should I try? 

If you don’t know what a niche is, it’s broadly the “topic” on which you write. It could be: 

• Business 

• Beauty and health 

• Self-help and motivation  

• Real Estate 

• Tech 

And so on. Average pay-rates in various niches depend upon various factors such as the 

number of freelancers available to write on the topic and the complexity and 

technicalities involved. 

If you’re writing technical articles which can only be written by a professional in the 

field and involve a lot of research, then the money is always going to be better than an 

article about “10 Ideas for Throwing a Pool Party”. 

In this case, niches such as tech, finance, law, medical, and real estate are goldmines for 

professionals in that field as your worth would not just be due to your writing but also 

your knowledge in the field. 

For those who do not belong to such technical backgrounds (like me), there is nothing to 

worry about. Other niches pay well-enough for anyone to make a great living out of 

them. 
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A lot of people also consider the various forms of writing as niches, like: 

• Articles 

• Blogposts 

• Academic writing (writing assignments for college/university students) 

• Copywriting (content written for ads or business purposes) etc. 

Now, these forms of writing might have slight variations in their pay-scales, but it 

doesn’t mean that any of them are paid too less to make an income. I, personally, write 

articles and blogposts and they are usually the least-paid writeups. Yet, they still manage 

to accumulate a good income for me.  

There is a general rule that if your writing is directly making the client money, then 

chances are that you would be paid well for it.  

In this regard, copywriting is a great option as what you write for a client’s business 

advertisement directly makes him money. That is the reason why clients are willing to 

pay up to 10 times more for a copywriter than they would for a blog post writer. 

Academic writing also tends to pay slightly more than blog posts, but that is mainly 

because academic writing requires too much of an effort for research and writing. I also 

find it highly unethical and would advise you against choosing this line.  

If you still decide to become an academic writer, beware that most of the scams occur in 

this line because freelancers in this niche usually deal with students and not 

professionals.  
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Chapter 2 

The Art of Writing Cover Letters 
 

If someone would tell me that he’s really busy and doesn’t have time for reading the 

complete booklet, I’d advise him to at least go through this chapter. Over here, I’ll 

explain to you what a cover letter is, it’s importance, and how to write one. 

Why is the cover letter so important? 

Cover letters are the single most important document when you apply for a freelance 

writing job. On professional online platforms like Upwork, writing a cover letter is part 

of applying for a job. 

The cover letter is basically your application for employment. In this letter, you 

introduce yourself, mention your experience (if you have any), and try convincing the 

employer that you are the person for the job. 

Now, you might think, “Why is this cover letter so important? I mean, the client is going 

to be judging me on my work and not the cover, right?” I thought the same as well until I 

sat on the other side of the table and started hiring freelance writers myself. 

Let me sketch the bigger picture for you. When I post for a freelance writing job at 

Upwork or Facebook groups, I receive over 100 applicants within a day! Let’s say that I 

have space for 2 writers to join my team. Do you think I have enough time to actually 

read every word of every sample sent to me? Do you also think that I have superhuman 

powers which allow me to rank all the writers perfectly?  
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No, I don’t, and neither does anyone else. From experience, I can tell that you barely 

have the first 30 seconds of the employer’s time to leave a mark on them. Writing a 

client-winning cover letter makes you stand out in the sea of applicants for freelance 

writing jobs.  

“But I sent in my CV… doesn’t that count as a cover letter?” 

This is as sugar-coated as I can make it; no! CVs or resumés do not count as cover letters 

and honestly, clients like me don’t even care about them. (I don’t even read them.) Why? 

Because they are filled with lies or exaggerated truths. I don’t care if you worked for 

Nestlé; if you don’t write well, it doesn’t matter.  

On the other hand, even if you have no experience at all but can write well, I would rank 

you above an applicant from Nestlé.  

Now, you might say, “Right… so then the cover letter shouldn’t matter, too.” But it does. 

Why? Because the cover letter shows your writing capability. I can read your cover letter 

and assess whether you are a good writer or not and that is why it is so important for 

writers to craft a great one. Also, you can actually sell and market your services in your 

cover letter, something that you can’t do in a CV. 

If your cover letter impresses me, I am more prone to liking your samples or 

disregarding a few minute mistakes in them. First impression is the last impression, 

right? 
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How to write a cover letter 

I am going to try keeping this as simple and basic as possible. You need to have 2 

different cover letters ready at your disposal. One of these cover letters should be a 

longer version of about 3-6 paragraphs and the other one should be a shorter and to-

the-point version of a couple of paragraphs. Experiment with both of these and see 

which one works best for you. 

If you have an online portfolio, then you should always link to it in your cover letter 

(except on content mills like Upwork etc. where it is usually against their terms of use). 

Otherwise, you can attach relevant writing samples for the client to judge your writing 

ability. 

Here is how you should go about writing a cover letter: 

• Salutation  

Start with a proper salutation using the employer’s first name. For example, “Hi, 

Katherine” is far better than “Respected, ma’am”. The only situation where this theory 

fails is when you’re applying to a big-shot company that has an excessively formal aura. 

• Paragraph number 1 

Always mention in the beginning about where you heard of the job. If you saw it on a 

Facebook group, for example, mention the name of the group and give a very brief 

description about what the employer was looking for. Then proceed to stating that you 

are the BEST fit for the job. 
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It is a great option to quote a sentence from the post itself. This shows the employer that 

unlike most applicants, you read and understood the complete post thoroughly. (You 

have no idea how many people don’t.) It also ensures the employer that what you’re 

writing is specifically directed to him or her and not just a copy-paste letter that you 

send out to a dozen potential clients every day. 

• Paragraph number 2 

Sell yourself. How can you help the employer or their business? Do you have any 

relevant job experience or expertise that can back your claim? If someone wants articles 

on real estate and you mention your experience as a real estate agent, consider the job to 

be 50% yours! 

But if you don’t have any relevant experience, that’s totally fine. State lower-than market 

prices, tell them you’re willing to learn from the process and provide extreme client 

satisfaction. 

• Paragraph number 3 

Tell the client how your writing has helped previous clients and mention any writing 

successes and laurels that you might have. For example, while recently applying to a 

freelance writing job in the pet niche, I mentioned that I am the Content Manager at a 

pet website before proceeding to state that one of my articles on Ferret breeds ranks 

number 2 on Google. Citing your experiences and success in your cover letter would get 

the client really interested in what you have to say. 

If you don’t have any experience, consider skipping this paragraph. 
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• Paragraph number 4  

Go through the job posting again and find your client’s pain points. For example, if the 

client mentions that he is specifically looking for writers that can research, then in this 

paragraph, write a couple sentences on your researching abilities. 

• Paragraph number 5  

Write a single sentence which hints that you’ll be waiting for a positive reply from the 

client.  

• Paragraph number 6 (optional) 

You can choose to write a post-script for a job posting only if you think it’s something 

that would help you seal the deal. If what you’re about to write is not that big of a 

dazzler, then try keeping things short and avoid writing a post-script. 

If you do, you could mention a skill or experience that you think might be invaluable to 

the client.  

In the aforementioned pet niche cover letter, I wrote a post-script about my experience 

as a Content Manager in editing and uploading articles on a website for a team of 15 

writers. This placed me as a complete “authority figure” in the head of the client who, 

then not only considered me as a writer but an expert who could possibly handle a team 

of writers for him.  

Again, if it’s not a dazzler and you’re just starting out, skip this without guilt. 

• Formal closing  



KhalilUllahKhan.com 
 

“Regards,” followed by your name works perfectly fine as a closing for all types of cover 

letters. 

 

Finally, link to your online portfolio and RELEVANT samples. I mentioned the word, 

“RELEVANT” because I’ve seen so many amateur freelance writers apply with academic 

writing samples for a blog writing job.  

Things to refrain from in your cover letter 

These are the biggest mistakes that people make while writing cover letters: 

• Writing cliché sentences like, “I am a dynamic writer who can write 50,000 

words a day.”  

• Writing a cover letter which is filled with unnatural and forced vocabulary. 

Nobody wants to read a cover letter with a thesaurus. Keep it simple, fluent, and 

respectful. I don’t even mind a hint of humor if it is within boundaries (but others 

might!) 

• Assuring the client that he should trust you because you promise to work hard. 

He would probably scoff at you and think, “Thanks for telling… couldn’t have 

trusted you without that!” 

• Being nervous and upfront with the employer about your setbacks or that you 

have no experience. Focus on your positives and never highlight your negatives. 

You might think, “well, what’s my positive? I don’t have any experience to show.” 

Your inexperience is, in fact, your positive. Because you’re just starting out, you 

are a lot more flexible, open to learning, and have lower rates.  
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• Sending samples that have absolutely NOTHING to do with the type of job being 

offered. If I want articles for my blog, I don’t care if you have written an online 

review on the Super Ninja High Power Ultra Centrifuge Vacuum 200 Cleaning 

Maxagon! I won’t even read your sample because it’s not relevant. 

• Writing a whole novel about who you are, where you are from, where you live, 

how the people are in your city, your favorite foods, your childhood dream job, 

your favorite cartoon character… you get the picture, right? 
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Chapter 3 

Playing the Long (And High-Paying) Game 

Freelance Writing Portfolios 

If you’ve been freelance writing for a while, let me ask you one thing: 

If we take away all your clients today, what do you have to show to future prospects? Do 

you have articles published with your author byline and under your own name? Do you 

have a professional portfolio where a future prospect can find your best work? 

From experience, I can say that 90% of the readers would say no and that is exactly why 

they’re not commanding higher rates.  

Attaching a PDF or word document as a sample means nothing to high-paying clients. 

They don’t pay high for side-hustle freelancers. They are, in fact, looking for 

professionals.  

Higher rates require you to present yourself with a higher 

level of professionalism. And online portfolios are the first 

step to doing so. 

If you haven’t yet started on your online portfolio, there’s still time. The first (and most 

important) step is to focus on finding clients that publish your articles under your own 

name. Make this a part of your initial deal with the client. You can even drop your rates 

to get the first few articles published with your author byline. The money at this time 

doesn’t matter. You’re in it for the long haul… all of this effort will pay you back 

exponentially.   
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Once you have at least 3 articles published with your name, you can create an online 

freelance writing portfolio where you can present them as your samples. 

How to create a freelance writing portfolio? 

Now that you know what a portfolio is, let’s move on to how you can create your 

portfolio. 

There are many websites that allow you to create a portfolio online. Some free options 

include: 

• Contently 

• Clippings 

• Wix 

• Free Wordpress websites  

All of these services would allow you to choose a theme for your portfolio on which you 

can then display your samples. 

A lot of professionals create niche-specific online portfolios with clear expertise and 

fields-of-interest mentioned over there. A lot of people also add a “hire me” page where 

they mention their rates for different types of writing gigs. 

Having such a portfolio would portray you as a “professional” in the true sense which 

would allow you to command better rates. 

You can check out this screenshot from Elain Pofeldt’s really cool online portfolio for 

some inspiration. 
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https://www.makealivingwriting.com/writing-portfolio/
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Afterword 

Freelance writing is a tricky business; from afar, it looks like a gold mine waiting to be 

discovered. But if you tread down this path and experience it for yourself, you’ll realize 

that getting clients to work with you as a beginner is an extremely arduous task. 

About a year ago, I was as confused as most of you are right now. No one helped me at 

that time and the only thing that kept me going was my passion to become a 

professional writer. Fortunately, after many trials and tribulations, I made it into the 

industry on my own. 

But every month, hundreds of unfortunate freelancers quit the industry as they have no 

one to seek guidance from. 

My website and Youtube channel are my individual efforts to help these people and 

leave a positive mark on the industry.  

If you still have any confusions or need detailed answers for yourself, you can email me 

through the contact page of my website and I’ll try getting back to you as soon as I can.  

If you still haven’t, do subscribe to my Youtube channel as I have lots of content planned 

out for freelance writers.  

Finally, I hope this booklet allows you to kickstart your career (or excel even further if 

you already have) and that you always remember me fondly as the guy who taught you 

how to get this done!  

Best of luck! 

Khalil Ullah 

https://www.khalilullahkhan.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSQxOdeYx-jnCs2fdrgRz2w
http://www.learningfreelance.com/contact-us/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSQxOdeYx-jnCs2fdrgRz2w

